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Isolated storm: High 88, Low 68 


Shift to telemedicine may aid expectant moms 


By Marina Starleaf Riker 
STAFF WRITER 


The afternoon sun shines 
through the window of Marissa 
Mayberry’s bedroom as she lies 
on the bed and lifts up her T-shirt 
to expose her pregnant belly. 

Her husband, Matthew May- 
berry, kneels next to her. He 
holds a fetal doppler, a machine 
used to listen to their baby’s 
heartbeat. He presses one hand 
to her belly to feel for the baby as 
he grasps the machine’s probe in 
the other, inching it across her 
skin. 

“That’s a little knee,” Matthew 
says quietly. 

“Yeah? Then maybe try right 
here,” Marissa replies, pointing 
to the lower part of her belly. 
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A rapid pounding thunders 
through the machine’s speaker: 
their baby’s heartbeat. 

The Mayberrys, both 28, used 
to hear that sound only during 
prenatal checkups at their birth 
center in San Antonio, an 80- 
mile round trip from their home 
in Hondo. But in the early weeks 
of the coronavirus pandemic, 
Marissa’s midwife sent her home 
with the doppler machine, a 
blood pressure cuff and urine 
test strips that she could use to 
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Prenatal care 
during the 
pandemic for 
Marissa 
Mayberry, 
with husband 
Matthew and 
son Malachi, 
includes at- 
home virtual 
visits with 
her midwife. 
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track her and her unborn baby’s 
health without coming into the 
office. 

In the six weeks since then, 
prenatal care for Marissa has be- 
come a blend of at-home virtual 
visits with her midwife and in-of- 
fice appointments every couple 
of weeks to undergo examina- 
tions and blood tests. It’s a sys- 
tem that Marissa hopes will con- 
tinue after the pandemic — one 
that she says has made health 
care more accessible for her fam- 
ily and greatly increased her un- 
derstanding of her own health. 

For families preparing to bring 
newborns into the world, the co- 
ronavirus has disrupted prenatal 
care and birthing plans, some- 
times leading to canceled ap- 
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Warnings 
come with 
country’s 
festivities 


At some places, lots of folks, 
but not masks or distancing 


By Curt Anderson and Brian Mahoney 


Karen Warren / Staff photographer 


Scott Hohensee places a flag at the grave of retired Army Col. Ovid O. “Zero” Wilson, a Bataan Death March 
survivor, in Houston’s Forest Park Westheimer Cemetery on Saturday. With him are Wilson’s granddaughter 


Scotti Hohensee, left, her brother Jeff Wilson, second from right, and her mother, Liz Wilson Smith. 


War’s horrors 


always stayed 
with POW 


GI survived Bataan Death March 


By Sig Christenson 
STAFF WRITER 


from Zero Wilson’s soul. 

Five years after being liberated from a Japanese 
prisoner-of-war camp, his memories of the Bataan Death 
March after his surrender in the Philippines were stark 
and still fresh. 

“I have seen the American way of life change in one 
moment, and have seen the stunned, bewildered faces of 
the erstwhile American high command as they tried to 
comprehend the enormity of the blow that had struck 
them,” he said in a speech to the National Insurance Asso- 
ciation in 1950. 

“I have seen veteran officers schooled for 30 years in 
traditional authority and routine of command change 


T he sting of defeat and bitter captivity was never far 


forces. 


Courtesy Joe Wilson 
Zero Wilson is shown with his wife, Betty, and 
daughter Liz, then 5, in 1941 in the Philppines. His 
family lived in San Antonio while he was a POW. 


overnight into tired, dirty, beaten, unshaven old men just 
trying to keep walking to the next water hole.” 
Retired Army Col. Ovid O. “Zero” Wilson survived but 
never forgot the desperate desire for a sip of water that 
came with his first days as a prisoner. A lieutenant colonel 
then, he was an aide and staff officer to Lt. Gen. Jonathan 
Wainwright, who commanded American and Filipino 


He grew up a poor farming kid in Normangee, a town 
36 miles north of College Station, and went to West Point, 


Survivor continues on A9 
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ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — The Memorial Day week- 
end, marking the unofficial start of summer in the 
U.S., meant big crowds at beaches and warnings 
from authorities Sunday about people disregarding 
coronavirus social distancing rules and risking a re- 
surgence of the scourge that has killed nearly 
100,000 Americans. 

Meanwhile, the White House broadened its travel 
ban against countries hit hard by the virus by saying 
it would deny admission to foreigners who have re- 
cently been in Brazil. 

Sheriff’s deputies and beach patrols tried to en- 
sure that people kept their distance from others as 
they soaked up the rays on the sand and at parks and 
other recreation sites around the country. 

In the Tampa area along Florida’s Gulf Coast, the 
crowds were so big that authorities took the extraor- 
dinary step of closing parking lots because they were 
full. 

On the Sunday talk shows, Dr. Deborah Birx, coor- 
dinator of the White House coronavirus task force, 

Weekend continues on A9 
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As GOP targets China, much is on the line for Texas 


By Benjamin Wermund 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 


WASHINGTON — David La- 
Prade is an oilman, a longtime Re- 
publican who was gung-ho for 
President Donald Trump in 2016. 

But now LaPrade winces al- 
most daily as Trump and like- 
minded Republicans in Congress 
let loose on China — jeopardizing 
his relationship with a client that 
LaPrade says is “one of the best 
things that’s ever happened” to 
his Houston company selling dril- 
ling equipment globally. 

LaPrade agrees with some of 
what the politicians are saying, 
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but he has a lot more on the line 
than they do. The trade war has al- 
ready cut into his profits, and now 
he’s worried about where the 
growing tension between the two 
nations — sparked anew by the co- 
ronavirus outbreak — will lead. 

“Calmer heads must prevail,” 
LaPrade said. “I’m not sure if 
Trump’s got one.” 

Texas has much to lose as the 
GOP turns up the heat on China, a 
strategy that has emerged both as 
a way to insulate Trump from crit- 
icism over his administration’s re- 
sponse to the outbreak and as a 
way to finally dial back America’s 
economic dependence on a totali- 


tarian regime. 

China is the region’s second- 
largest trading partner. But the 
trade war has already taken a 
swipe at that, with both exports 
and imports from China seeing 
sharp declines. 

“My biggest fear really, in busi- 
ness, is how badly can the govern- 
ment screw up our deal and how 
quickly,” said LaPrade, who sells 
equipment to PetroChina, the 
state-owned Chinese oil compa- 
ny. “That’s my greatest fear: 
Where the two governments — 
where it’ll all end. At the end of 
the day, without China, we’re 
dead. Without the U.S., China’s 


dead. Without commerce, every- 
body dies.” 

Texas Republicans have 
emerged as some of the biggest 
hawks on China, calling for a fun- 
damental rethinking ofthe U.S. re- 
lationship with the nation they say 
misled the world about the sever- 
ity of the outbreak, which origi- 
nated in China’s Wuhan province. 

“We can’t be so reliant on China 
and so vulnerable at the same 
time,” said U.S. Rep. Michael 
McCaul of Austin, who is leading a 
GOP congressional task force fo- 
cused on China. “This is like a bi- 
ological bomb that hit the world.” 

U.S. Sens. Ted Cruz and John 
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Cornyn, U.S. Rep. Will Hurd of San 
Antonio and other Texas Republi- 
cans have made similar pro- 
nouncements in recent weeks. 

And the rhetoric is likely to only 
escalate as the November election 
nears. 

Cornyn, an influential Republi- 
can who faces what many expect 
to be his toughest re-election fight 
yet as he runs for a fourth term, 
said it bluntly in a campaign email 
to supporters this month: “CHINA 
is to blame, NOT President 
Trump.” 

Houston has found itself at the 
center of disputes with China be- 

U.S.-China continues on A8 
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